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INTRODUCTION 
Written by Rukiya Mohamed and Zainab Zafar 

Understanding Islam

Islam is the second-largest religion globally, that continues to guide the lives of over 1.9 
billion people around the world. Followers of Islam, known as Muslims, constitute roughly a 
quarter of the world’s total population. With over fourteen centuries of history, cultural legacy, 
and geographical identity, Islam and Islamic heritage have played a signiýcant role in 
developing various civilizations. While Muslims are monotheistic in belief as they worship 
one God, known as Allah, and believe Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) is 
His messenger, they are rich in heritage and heterogenous in identity. Islam is partially based 
on Judeo-Christian religions and is generally believed to be the fastest-growing religion in 
the world today. The global Muslim ummah reþects a multi-ethnic population of converts 
alongside naturalized Arab, Asian, Black, and European Muslim peoples. As such, Muslim 
peoples and communities must be analyzed within and through their multiple, intersectional 
identities. While building an understanding of the continued dehumanization of Muslim
peoples will support in conceptualizing the socio-political context of societal values, it is 
essential to honour the historical legacy, afýrm the contributions and excellence, and 
advance the resistance and liberation of Muslim peoples and communities around the world.

History of Islam and Muslim Communities in Canada

The history of Islam and Muslim communities in Canada is one that is erased from 
curriculum and general discussion. The long historical presence of Muslims in Canada is as 
nuanced and complex as the non-Muslim Canadian population. The ýrst documented 
Muslims to have arrived in Canada are a Scottish couple by the name of James and 
Agnes Love in 1851 who had converted to Islam years prior. A few years later, a West 
African enslaved Muslim man in Brazil made his way to Canada through the Underground 
Railroad settling in Chatham in 1854 as he orally documented his experiences and journey, 
which later turned into an autobiography.. Born that same year, James Love Junior, son of 
James and Agnes Love was the ýrst recorded ónative-bornô Muslim (Zine, 2012, p. 4). 
The Canadian Muslim population is very diverse, with the majority foreign-born from over 30 
countries, including but not limited to areas in South Asia, the Caribbean, the Middle East, 
Africa, Europe, Iran, Turkey, and China (as cited in Khelifa, 2017, p. 3; see also Hanniman, 
2008; Zine, 2012). Furthermore, Canadian Muslims come from a variety of religious sects 
and spiritual connections to the faith, which include, but are not limited to Shia, Sunni, 
Ismaili, Suý and Ahmadiyya, with Sunni Muslims making up the largest Islamic denomination 
of Muslim backgrounds (Zine, 2012, p. 6). 
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For greater historicization and deeper analysis of key areas mentioned in this introduction, please see: 
Mohamed, R. (2021). Ain’t I A Muslim: Counter-visioning Muslim Blackness [Unpublished Major Research Paper]. 
Department of Social Justice Education, OISE, University of Toronto.
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1. How do I understand Islam and Muslim cultures? Where and how have I developed this   
    understanding?

2. How have I developed my understanding and relationship with Muslim-identifying students,  
    families and communities?

3. What partnerships have I established to support wholistic engagement with Muslim peoples     
    and communities?

4. In what ways am I implicated (thoughts, feelings, behaviours, etc.) in contributing to or up
    holding systems of oppression that further marginalize Muslim-identifying students, 
    caregivers and communities?

5. How might I engage in educational practices that honour and afýrm the nuanced and inter 
    sectional identities and experiences of Muslim-identifying students?

This resource guide is not an all-encompassing list of areas of exploration as it relates to 
understanding Islam and Muslim cultures and identifying and addressing anti-Muslim racism. 
We recognize and acknowledge that our collective work must be more expansive than what 
has been shared. Educators are encouraged to review these resources, reþect on their roles, 
identities and experiences and engage in critical conversations about classroom practices 
(climate and instruction) and school cultures. Ongoing commitment to identifying, addressing 
and disrupting anti-Muslim racism within school communities is required to ensure cultivating 
greater experiences of belonging and achievement of Muslim-identifying students.
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INTRODUCTION: MUSLIM CULTURAL POLITICS IN THE CANADIAN HINTERLAND. 
ISLAM IN THE HINTERLANDS: MUSLIM CULTURAL POLITICS IN CANADA
JASMINE ZINE | 2012 | BOOK
Citation: Zine, J. (2012). Introduction: Muslim Cultural Politics in the Canadian Hinterland. 
Islam in the Hinterlands: Muslim Cultural Politics in Canada. UBC Press, pp. 1- 37.

The book aims to articulate understandings of the Canadian Muslim diaspora through social, 
cultural, and political realms in Canada. It is an academic piece that includes topics such as 
gender, citizenship, media representation, education, and security. The book highlights the 
complexities of Canadian Muslim identities and communities, ýlled with both possibilities and 
tension.
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Examining the Historical and Present-day 
Manifestations of Anti-Muslim Racism 

Chapter 2: Examining the Historical and Present-Day Manifestations
of Anti-Muslim Racism

This section explores historical and present-day manifestations of anti-Muslim racism through 
a wide range of resources. The resources frame anti-Muslim racism as structural violence, 
questioning who deýnes violence and what the implications are for Muslim communities. 
Anti-Muslim racism positions Muslim individuals and communities as racialized Others at the
local, national, and transnational levels. Implicit and explicit manifestations of anti-Muslim
racism continue to harm Muslim peoples and divide our shared communities.
 
The guiding questions for this chapter are: 
 
1. What are some of the historical and contemporary experiences of anti-Muslim racism from a   
    local, national, and transnational lens? 

2. In what ways are the manifestations anti-Muslim racism representative of structural violence  
    and systemic oppression? How have Muslim communities continued to resist these 
    representations? 

3. How have questions of ñsolidarityò been positioned among community and faith groups to 
    address anti-Muslim racism?
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ISLAMOPHOBIA IS... | 2021| VIDEO SERIES
Citation: Kanji, A & Kanji, K. (2021). Islamophobia Is: Educator’s Guide. 
 
The Educatorsô Guide video series reþects the lives realities of Muslim individuals and 
communities in Canada. There is a gap that exists in mainstream conversation about 
anti-Muslim racism. Using accessible and concise videos, this series brings knowledge 
and analysis of anti-Muslim racism to mainstream audiences. It is geared towards students 
(Grades 6+) and adult audiences.

RADICAL REJECTIONS OF VIOLENCE: RESISTING ANTI-MUSLIM RACISM
UMAYMAH MOHAMMAD, ISA NAVEED & DENNIS L. RUDNICK | 2019 | ARTICLE
Citation: Mohammad, U., Naveed, I. & Rudnick, D. (2019). 





Unpacking the Compounding Experiences
of Being Muslim and Black 

Chapter 3: Unpacking the Compounding Experiences of Being Muslim
and Black

Black Muslims in Canada have a sustained presence as diverse and intersectional as the 
groups that comprise Black and Muslim communities across the landscape. Comprising of a 
variety of religious sects and spiritual connections to the faith, which include but are not limited 
to Shia, Sunni, Ismaili, Suý and Ahmadiyya, along with connections to the North, West, South 
and East Africa, the Caribbean, the United States and Central and South Americas, the 
experiences of Black Muslims shed light on the criticality of recognizing the heterogeneity of 
Black Muslim communities living in Canada and acknowledging the diversity of thought, history, 
experiences and culture.

Black Muslims face combined oppressions of anti-Black racism and anti-Muslim racism. 
The intersection of anti-Muslim racism and anti-Blackness leads to a heightened level of 
violence experienced by Black Muslims. Frequently, it leads to an absentation of the Black 
Muslim individuals within societies and policies emplaced by systems and structures of 
oppression. This chapter explores the uniqueness of their histories and unpacks the 
compounding experiences of being Black and Muslim.

The guiding questions for this chapter are the following:

1. How might the exploration of the cultural legacies, contributions and excellence of Black   
    Muslims counter deýcit narratives of Black Muslims peoples and communities?

2. In what ways do the identities and cultures of Black Muslims impact their experiences of 
    anti-Muslim and anti-Black racism within and out of Black and Muslim communities?
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BLACK MUSLIMS IN CANADA: A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW
FATIMA JACKSON-BEST | 2019 | LITERATURE REVIEW
Citation: Jackson-Best, F. (2019). Black Muslims in Canada: A Systematic Review. 
Tessellate Institute

This literature review consolidates published and unpublished texts about Black Muslim 
communities in Canada. The overall aim of the literature review is to explore the lived
experiences of Black Muslim groups in Canada, with a focus on the experiences of ýrst and 
second-generation Somalis in Canada. The review outlines that being Black and Muslim in 
Canada impacts peopleôs lived experiences, and there is more literature required to have
in-depth documentation of historical and contemporary contexts of being Black and Muslim 
in Canada.

MUSLIM COOL: RACE, RELIGION AND HIP HOP IN THE UNITED STATES
SUôAD ABDUL KHABEER | 2016 | BOOK
Citation: Abdul Khabeer, S. (2016). 
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